Rise, pick up your stretcher, and go home
MONDAY DICEMBER 7 (Lk 5, 17-26)

Every man is called to forgive the sins that each of his brothers has committed against him. Not only must he forgive when forgiveness is asked, it is he himself who must become an instrument of reconciliation and peace: “Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and there recall that your brother has anything against you, leave your gift there at the altar, go first and be reconciled with your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Settle with your opponent quickly while on the way to court with him. Otherwise your opponent will hand you over to the judge, and the judge will hand you over to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. Amen, I say to you, you will not be released until you have paid the last penny.” (Mt 5,23-26). A prophet, on the other hand, can announce the forgiveness of his sins to a man, because Nathan, prophet of the living God, declared it to David, an adulterer and moreover a multiple murderer: “Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” Nathan answered David: “For his part, the LORD has removed your sin. You shall not die, but since you have utterly spurned the LORD by this deed, the child born to you will surely die.” (Cfr. 2Sam 12,1-15). All the prophets announced the Lord’s forgiveness. Indeed the prophets are sent mainly for this: to invite his people to allow themselves to be reconciled with their Lord. Jesus in the synagogue of Nazareth presented himself as a true prophet of the living God: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Lk 4,18-21). Jesus is a true prophet. He can say: “Your sin is forgiven.”
One day as Jesus was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and Jerusalem, were sitting there and the power of the Lord was with him for healing. And some men brought on a stretcher a man who was paralyzed; they were trying to bring him in and set him in his presence. But not finding a way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and lowered him on the stretcher through the tiles into the middle in front of Jesus. When he saw their faith, he said, “As for you, your sins are forgiven.” Then the scribes and Pharisees began to ask themselves, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who but God alone can forgive sins?” Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them in reply, “What are you thinking in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk’? But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins’‘— he said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, rise, pick up your stretcher, and go home.” He stood up immediately before them, picked up what he had been lying on, and went home, glorifying God. Then astonishment seized them all and they glorified God, and, struck with awe, they said, “We have seen incredible things today.”
However, Jesus knows that it is useless to start a theological dispute with the scribes and Pharisees. They think from their heart, not from the Holy Scripture. He gives them a sign with which he accredits himself to those who were in the house as a true man of God. Another great teaching is this: with a body that is dead because it is paralyzed, one can live with the grace of God and one can offer suffering as a holocaust for the salvation of many hearts. With a soul in death it will never be possible to live. Even if the body is healthy, man is in death and spreads around him only the smell of death and not of life. This scattered smell of death is not only spiritual but also physical. Not only are killed the souls of the brothers, but the life of the body is often taken away from them. Today we are witnessing another sad smell of death: whoever is in the death of the soul gives themselves death or assists so that another can give himself death. This smell is multiplying today. There are many dead in spirit and soul, who give themselves death or help others to achieve their death.
Mother of Redemption, Angels and Saints, make that the Christian is always perfume of live.
